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Children’s Play in Different Gender Composition:
Explorative Study on Indoor and Outdoor Play Context
Ni-Yi Lin Sheng-Hsi Lin

Abstract

This study aims to explore children’s play in different group of gender
composition. That is to understand the content of the cognitive play in same-sex play
groups and mixed-sex play groups with different context, indoor and outdoor.

The study was conducted in a class composed by 28 five years old children,
including 15 boys and 13 girls, in the Affiliated Kindergarten of Sun Elementary
School in Tainan City. The observations in the research focused on play interaction
between peers in indoor learning center and outdoor playground in free playing period.
There are 38 playing episodes in the observations made in a week.

The result suggests that, in the aspect of gender composition, children tend to play
more physical play in the same-sex play groups but more dramatic play in the
mixed-sex play groups. The result also evidences that gender composition might be
affected by different context. Children tend to have more same-sex play in the indoor

context but more mixed-sex play in outdoor context.
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Furthermore, the finding shows different gender composition and different playing
context could make changes in the frequency, type and theme of children’s cognitive
play.

Keyword : Gender composition, Children’s same-sex play, Children’s mixed-sex

play, Cognitive play, Play context
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